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Talk radio fin

In rush to attract
female listeners,

programs multiply
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or the better part of two decades, talk ra-
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& Johnson, J.C. Penney and General Mills.

Mew format emerging

“For the first time in 12 or 15 years, wa're gee-
ing the emergence of a new formal," says Wendy
Figlinolo, vice president of women's talk ad

sales for ABC Radio . “We knew we

out of their TV budgets to put it on the radio.”
Part of the reason for advertisers' increased
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Iy talk show, broadcast from DeKalb, men and
Where the girls are

Here's a sampling of female talk radio shows.
Walking on Alr: Airs noon to 2 p.m. Wednesdays
on WLBK-AM 1360, Dealb, 815-758-8686,
wwrw.1360wibk.com. Hosts are Highland Park sis-
ters Betsy Brint and Sally Higginson.

Kathy and Judy: Airs 9 a.m. 10 noon weekdays on
WGN-AM 720, Chicago. 312-591-7200, www.wgnra
dia.com. Hosts are Kathy O'Malley and Judy Mar-
key. (WGN is owned by Tribune Co., which also
owns the Chicago Tribune)

What a Woman Can Do: Airs 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Sundays on WEFJ-AM 1470, Chicago Heights, Host
is Hally Campbeil. 773-594-1474, www.whatawo
mancando.com.

Satellite Sisters: Carried live 11 am. to 2 p.m. C5T
Mon.-5at. at nearly 100 stations nationwide; in the
Chirago area the show is available only on XM Sat-
ellite Radia’s Take Five channel, . Hosts
are sisters Liz, Julie, Sheila, Monica and Lian Dolan.
866-33-5ISTER (866-3137-4783), www.satelli
tesisters com,

Drivetime Divas: Airs 3 to 6 p.m. weekdays on

interest is the widening realization that women
areahuge buying force: marketers consistently
estimate that women make about 80 percent of
household purchasing declsions.

Women's relationship to talk radio differs
from men's in much the same way their rela-
tionships do, says Erin Rasmussen, program di-
rector at WFMP-FM, whichoal.lsitmlﬂ'h[lm a
Minneapolis-St. Paul station that switched to a
24-hour women's talk format four years ago.

“Women are navigating intimacy and bond-
ing, supporting each other, whereas for men
talk radio is about establishing hierarchies,
maintaining independence,” she says,

The station ranks 6th overall Monday

Lon Angeles Time photo by Anne Cusack
The five Dolan sisters (clockwise from upper
left), Lian, Liz, Monica, Julie and Sheila,
launched their Satellite Sisters talk show in
2000. The show, based in Portland, Ore., is
carried on nearly 100 stations.,

WFMP-FM 107.1, Minneapolis-5t. Paul. Hosts are Lo-
ri Barghini and Julla Cobbs. 651-641-1071,
www.fm107.fm.

through Friday among women ages 25-64 in its
market, says Todd Fisher, station manager.
Frustration with male-dominated talk radio
is what led Liz Dolan and her four sisters to
launch a radio show, “Satellite Sisters,” in 2000.
“When I'm driving home at the end of a long
day and listening to the radio, I'm not going to
pushthabutton that gets me men yelling at each
other.” says Dolan, who spent a lot of time on the
bal marketing director for Nike be-
fore starting the show, based in Portland, Ore.
Satellite Sisters began as an hourlong weekly
show on Portland public radio. In 2008 it was
picked up by ABC, which now syndicates itasa
live three-hour show to nearly 100 stations six

WLBE-AM 1860 in DeKalb.

Sisters Betsy Brint , Wwho
live five blocks apart in

the show about 18 months agoe. Topics of discus-

sion have included adult teen

sex, Crock Pot andC-

The show can be heard in DeKalb,
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Brint and Higginson are pleased with the

.Sowhat's going on
mourmlndscau'tbe that different from our lis-
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Do,” which airs 8:30 to 4:30 p.m. Sundays on
WCFJ-AM 1470 in Chicago Heights. Host Holly
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e to women Be.

“Women are they can make
in their lives,” ﬁ-m'lfymmhum
to do something, the most important thing is to
do jt.”

Topics include setting and achleving goals,
overcoming stress and racial justice, says
Campbell, who is African-American.



